Presentation College
Department of Arts and Science

Course:
General Biology I BI 134


Credits:
4

Semester:
Fall 2007
Professor:
Aimee Sippel, MS
Office:
E361

Office Phone:  229-8479

Email:

aimee.sippel@presentation.edu
Office Hours:
 Monday and Wednesday 1:00-2:00pm; Friday 12:00- 2:00pm
Lecture Manual:   Biology: Today and Tomorrow with physiology, 2nd Ed, Starr, Evers and Star
Lecture Room:      NU27   Aberdeen Campus

Lecture Time:       11:00-11:50 MWF

Lab Manual:
      
Lab Room:           E105

Lab Time:
      Section 1: 2:00 – 3:50pm Wednesday


      Section 2: 4:00pm – 5:50pm Wednesday


      Section 3: 10:00am – 11:50 Tuesday

*This is a WebCT supported course; therefore you are responsible for obtaining your notes before class and reviewing information for any missed class period.  Check this site often!!!

Course Description:  Basic biological concepts will be introduced including evolution and other origin of life theories, scientific method, biochemical fundamentals, cell biology, photosynthesis and plant physiology, and molecular genetics.
Objectives:

1. Introduce students to basic biological concepts of evolution and origin of life theories, scientific method, biochemistry, cell biology, plants and molecular genetics.
2. Develop introductory laboratory skills in the area of biology.
Relation of Class to Presentation College’s Assessment Program

1. Students will understand how knowledge is obtained in a natural science and demonstrate the critical reading and thinking skills necessary for such understanding.  A departmentally approved foundational science exam will be given at the end of the semester in order to assess the student’s understanding of the following concepts.

2.  To fulfill PC’s general education goal (#5) in that students will be able to:

a. Demonstrate knowledge of a natural science’s focus

b. Demonstrate the ability to apply the scientific method

c. Demonstrate skills in scientific interpretation, critical thinking, and reading.

d. Demonstrate the appropriate use of scientific equipment
Policies
Attendance and Absence Policy:  Attendance is required for all sessions that have a graded assignment (quizzes and tests).  Makeups will only be allowed if I am notified within 24 hours of the missed exam or quiz, an alternate essay test or variation of the test will be given.  The student is responsible for setting up the time for the retest.  If I am not notified within 24 hours only partial credit will be given for the makeup exam (lose 5 pts for everyday I’m not notified).The student is also responsible for information discussed in class during their absence.
I expect students to arrive on time for all classes and laboratory sessions.  If you are 10 minutes or more late for lab you will not receive points for that specific laboratory period.
Attendance and Absence Policy for lab:  Attendance is required for all laboratory sessions.


No laboratory makeups will be given!    However if a student wishes to receive credit for a missed laboratory period a 5 page paper will be assigned with the topic chosen by the instructor. Only 1 paper will be allowed for the course.
Cheating and Plagiarism
Cheating is defined as plagiarism or the use of texts or aids in test situations not specifically authorized by the instructor.  To plagiarize is to copy someone else’s work and to submit it as you own original work without crediting the author.  Even if you rewrite it alittle, it is still considered to be plagiarized and unless the author is cited.  A plagiarized paper receives an F and no points.  
Student conduct
I expect all students to conduct themselves in a professional manner. Please extend respect and

courtesy to all individuals in class. Cells phones will be turned off during class and lab.
Assessment:

1. Quizzes and Tests: There will be 4 announced quizzes throughout the semester and 4 Unit Tests and a comprehensive final= 70% of your grade.

2. Media vs Scientific Journal articles assignments: students will find an article of scientific interest in a current periodical and then find a scientific journal article of supportive interest.  You must summarize the periodical article and describe additional information learned from the scientific journal article on the subject, both the periodical article and scientific journal article must be turned in with your assignment.

a. An example of how I want the assignment complete is posted on WebCT 

b. 4 article assignments will be due during the semester with the following due dates:    September 28; October 19; November 9; and December 7
3. Lab: Each lab will have objectives to be achieved in preparation for the final lab comprehensive test (written and practical).  This test percentile will be equally weighted with lab attendance and assignment percentile (100% for perfect attendance and completion of assignments, with a 7% reduction for each lab session absence) = 20% of course grade.

LABS WILL BEGIN September 5
Lab Schedule

September 5: Safety, scientific method and evaluating science in the news

September 12: Measurements

September 19: Microscope

September 26: Solutions: Acids and Bases

October 3: Biologically important molecules

October 10: NO LAB

October 17: The cell

October 24: Enzymes

October 31: Diffusion and Osmosis

November 7: Cheesemaking

November 14: Photosynthesis

November 21: NO LAB

November 28: Lab review

December 5: Lab Exam

Grading Scale:

A = 93-100
B = 83-86
C = 73-76
D = 63-66

A-= 90-92
B-= 80-82
C- = 70-72
D- = 60-62

B+ = 97-89  
C+= 77-79
D+ = 67-69
F < 60
Plagiarism Statement: refer to pages 30-31 in College Catalog

ADA Accommodation Statement: Presentation College is committed to ensuring equal learning opportunities for all students, and provides students with disabilities reasonable accommodations in accordance with the College’s procedures.  If you are a student requiring accommodations or services, please contact the Office of Disability Services, Main Building Rm. 259 or call (605) 229-8438.  
Caveat:  The schedule of this course is subject to change as instructor determines necessary.
Bibliography: I grew up and attended school in Waubay, SD.   I received my B.S. in Biology and Microbiology with a minor in Chemistry at South Dakota State University.  While a student at SDSU, I was employed at the South Dakota Animal Disease Research and Diagnostic Laboratory in the PCR Laboratory. After graduation I was employed in the animal health vaccine industry, first at Intervet Animal Health in Dallas Center, Iowa working on swine vaccines and then Benchmark BioLabs in Lincoln, Nebraska.  In 2004, I received my Master’s Degree from SDSU, my area of research was the development of a real-time PCR assay for the detection and quantitation of Porcine Respiratory and Reproduction Syndrome Virus (PRRSV).  I began teaching at Presentation College in the Biology Department in the Fall of 2004. 
