Social Problems
Presentation College

Department of Arts and Sciences & Social Work
Aberdeen Campus

Monday 5:00pm-8:00pm
SW/SO 353
3 credits

Instructor:  
Aaron Schultz






Office: 

NU 9
Office Phone:
605-229-8477

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm or by appointment 

E-Mail:
aaron.schultz@presentation.edu

I. Catalog Description: this course is a critical analysis of social problems and social justice. Issues discussed include problems of youth, crime, substance abuse and addictions, civil disobedience and civil disorder, prejudice and oppression of minority groups, and disadvantaged groups. This course promotes solutions through analysis of linkages and tradeoffs at a micro-, macro- and mega-level of society.   

II. Course Learning Goals and Outcomes: General education program for baccalaureate programs (see course goals on pages 38-39 in Presentation College catalog)

a. Goal:  Graduates will express themselves clearly, correctly and succinctly in writing

i. Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Compose a well-developed informative essay

2. Compose a research-based essay correctly using multiple resources 

b. Goal:  Graduates will effectively present their ideas orally

i. Student Learning Outcomes

1. Make effective oral presentations 

c. Goal:  Graduates will possess a global perspective and an awareness of historical/contemporary cultural diversity issues 

i. Student Learning Outcomes

1. Analyze historical events from a global perspective 

2. Articulate interrelationships of individuals, societies, and historical/cultural context 

3. Comprehend the diversity of perspectives among people of differing religious beliefs, backgrounds, races, genders, ages, sexual orientations, physical capabilities, and ethnicities 

III. By the end of the course, you will have a working knowledge of the following people and concepts:

a. Research social problems in a manner that is more in-depth than you may first perceive.

b. Comprehend sociological research findings in scholarly journals.

c. Understand stratification systems in the United States and across the world.

d. Understand the unique attributes of institutional, group, and individual problems.

e. Comprehend selected global, national, and local level social problems.

IV. Required Readings:

Domhoff, William G., Who Rules America: power and politics?, McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2002 ISBN 0-7674-1637-6
Beah, Ishmael., A Long Way Gone: memoirs of a boy solider., ISBN 10: 0-374-10523-5

All readings posted via WebCt. 

V. Attendance:  Attendance is expected.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain all lecture notes and announcements from your peers or the instructor.  If class is cancelled the professor or the school will contact via email.  If you are going to miss a class on a presentation date for any reason, you will have one week to make up the presentation.  If you do not complete the make up presentation, you will receive a zero on that assignment and will not be afforded the opportunity to make it up.  Only under extraordinary circumstances will the one week grace period be extended.  Extension will occur only with my expressed given consent.

VI. Conduct/Expectations:  This class will examine many issues some of which may be disturbing or upsetting.  If you feel like you cannot handle discussing some controversial topics this may not be the class for you.  Please review the course outline before starting the class to ensure you are comfortable with the discussion topics. Students are expected to respect the views and the opinions of everyone in the class.   Students will also respect the rights for everyone to learn, by not being disruptive during class time, this includes: being attentive in class and turning off all cell phones, pagers, two-ways, etc…If a student needs to have one of these electronic devices for an emergency, please let me know.  

VI.
Grading and Testing:  You will be graded on three presentations (each worth 100pts), five quizzes worth 20 points.

Scoring will be the following:

A = 360-400 pts.

B = 320-359 pts.

C = 280-319 pts.

D = 240-279 pts.

F = 239 and below

VII. Missed presentation or quiz:  If you miss a presentation or quiz you will be afforded the opportunity to make up the assignment within one week of the original scheduled date.  Makeup quizzes/exams will be considered any exam not given at the original scheduled date and time. If you do not complete the make up presentation, you will receive a zero on that assignment and will not be afforded the opportunity to make it up.  Only under extraordinary circumstances will the one week grace period be extended.  Extension will occur only with my expressed given consent.
VIII.
Academic Honesty:  This course, as well as Presentation College, has adopted a policy of academic honesty.  This policy holds that all students enrolled in departmental courses will be held to the highest standards of academic honesty.  Any action that breaks this policy (i.e. cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be grounds for receiving a zero in the course and possible removal from the department/ course of study. Students are expected to adhere to the Academic Standards set by Presentation College and outlined in the college catalog pgs. 30/31.

Due to the nature and subject matter of the course, I encourage group dialogue, studying, and critical thinking, during class and outside of it.  I do not expect any discussion, copying, or note writing during examination time.  If this occurs, the above policy and procedures will be enacted accordingly.  

IX.        Special Needs: Presentation College is committed to ensuring equal learning opportunities for all students, and provides students with disabilities reasonable accommodations in accordance with the College’s procedures.  If you are a student requiring accommodations or services, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services at 1-800-437-6060, Ext. #438.

X. WebCT:  All lecture outlines, additional readings, grades, and announcements will be posted on a software program known as WebCT.  All lecture outlines will be posted one week before the section test.  WebCT can be accessed by any computer with a working internet connection.  To connect simply log on to: 

a. http://webct.presentation.edu/webct/public/home.pl
Class Schedule (Tentative) 

Due to the nature and subject matter of the class, the below schedule is subject to change.  This is to provide you with an outline of topics and key chapters to read before lecture. Notification of any changes in topics or tests will be given well in advance to assure you have the proper amount of time to prepare. 

	Date 
	Topic
	Assignments

	September 10 
	Syllabus Distribution 

Current Social Problems

Macro, Meso, Micro Social Problems
	

	September 17
	Impact of Globalization 

1. What is globalization?  

2. What are the benefits and costs of globalization?  

3. Maquiladoras
	· Ten Years of NAFTA Have Changed the Face of U.S.-Mexican-Canadian Trade (See WebCt)
· Protecting workers’ Health and Safety in the Globalizing Economy through International Trade Treaties (See WebCt)
· Excerpt from Daughters of Juarez (Handout)

	September 24
	Impact of Globalization 

1. What is the European Union? 

2. China and the rest of the world? 
	· The Rise of China (See WebCt)
· Toy Recall (Handout)

	October 1
	Environmental Issues

1. U.S. environmental policy.

2. What does it mean to go ‘green’? 

3. ‘Inconvenient Truth’ 
	· Global Warming: Implications for U.S. Foreign Policy (See WebCt)
· What is the Kyoto Protocol?

· http://www.whrc.org/resources/online_publications/warming_earth/kyoto.htm
· The Stern Report on the Economics of Climate Change (See WebCt)
· 10 Things to Do  (See WebCt)
· The Science of Global Warming (See WebCt) 

· www.climatecrisis.net


	October 15
	War U.S. 

1. U.S. Policy in Iraq and Afghanistan

2. Intelligence and Policy 

3. Military Industrial Complex  
	· What is the current U.S. Policy?  
· What is the Military Industrial Complex? 
· Why are we still fighting? 
· Recent Report

	October 22
	War around the World

1. A Long Way Gone

2. What is our role in national conflicts? 

3. Sudan 
	· A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier - Ishmael Beah

· Never Again (See WebCt)
· http://www.sudanreeves.org/


	October 29
	Domestic Issues – Presidential Election

1. Provide critical analysis of each candidate and their positions

2. Immigration policy 


	· Student Presentation (See WebCt) 

	November 5
	Education in the United States

1. No Child Left Behind? 
	· Voices from the Classroom (See WebCt)
· U.S. Supreme Court – School Integration (See WebCt)



	November 12
	Who Rules America? 
	· Who Rules America? Power & Politics - William Dumhoff

· Student Chapter presentations

· http://sociology.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/index.html


	November 19
	Current Social Issue ???
	

	November 26
	
	· Angelia Schultz - Presentation

	December 3
	Abuse in our society
	· Maze of Injustice (See WebCt)

· Safe Harbor Domestic Abuse Shelter – Shirelle Stadel

	December 10
	Student Presentation and Poster Display
	· Student Presentations

	
	
	


