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I. Catalog Description: A general introduction to the basic concepts and principles of social interaction, this course includes a study of culture socialization, roles, minority groups, family education, religion, deviance, and collective behavior.  
II. Course Learning Goals and Outcomes: General education program for baccalaureate programs (see course goals on pages 38-39 in Presentation College catalog)
a. Goal:  Graduates will effectively present their ideas orally

i. Student Learning Outcomes

1. Make effective oral presentations
b. Goal:  Graduates will possess a global perspective and an awareness of historical/contemporary cultural diversity issues 

i. Student Learning Outcomes

1. Analyze historical events from a global perspective 

2. Articulate interrelationships of individuals, societies, and historical/cultural context 

3. Comprehend the diversity of perspectives among people of differing religious beliefs, backgrounds, races, genders, ages, sexual orientations, physical capabilities, and ethnicities 
c. Goal;  Graduates will show proficiency in the use of technology

i. Student Learning Outcomes

1. Use the computer as a word processing tool

2. Use the computer as a research tool

III. By the end of the course, you will have a working knowledge of the following people and concepts:

a. Sociology’s founders: Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, Herbert Spencer, Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, and the Women of Hull House.  

b. The process of sociological research. 

c. The major theories and perspectives in the field of Sociology. 

d. Social inequality through the view of social stratification, social class, racial and ethnic inequalities.

e. Applying the “Sociological Imagination” 

f. How the individual works within the social structure of a society.
IV. Required Text:

a. Schaefer, Richard T., 2008. Sociology: A Brief Introduction.  7th Ed. McGraw-Hill New York, New York. ISBN:  978-0-07-352805-2

V. Attendance:  Attendance is expected.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain all lecture notes and announcements from your peers or WebCt.  Periodically, special projects will be given in class to assist in the understanding of the material.  Special projects are given at my discretion for extra credit.  Note: Projects are used to enhance your grade, not to hurt it.  If you attend class regularly, you should be able to substantially improve your overall grade. If you miss a project, whether it is an excused absence or unexcused, it cannot be made up.   The only time class will be cancelled is if Presentation closes school due to weather or if specifically stated on the syllabus.  If you are going to miss a class on a test date for any reason, you will have one week to make up the exam.  If you do not complete the make up essay exam, you will receive a zero on that test and will not be afforded the opportunity to make it up.  Only under extraordinary circumstances will the one week grace period be extended.  Extension will occur only with my expressed given consent.

VI. Conduct/Expectations:  This class will examine many issues some of which may be disturbing or upsetting.  If you feel like you cannot handle discussing some controversial topics this may not be the class for you.  Please review the course outline before starting the class to ensure you are comfortable with the discussion topics. Students are expected to respect the views and the opinions of everyone in the class.   Students will also respect the rights for everyone to learn, by not being disruptive during class time, this includes: being attentive in class and turning off all cell phones, pagers, two-ways, etc…  If a student needs to have one of these electronic devices for an emergency, please let me know.  

VI.
Grading and Testing:  You will be graded on four examinations and five quizzes covering both text and lecture notes. Quizzes will be administered in class each quiz is worth 20 points.  Additionally, short projects will be given during selected times to enhance your overall learning opportunity.  The projects will be worth no more than 5 points. Your final grade will be the accumulation all of the tests and quiz/project scores.  Overall, scores will be determined by the number of points achieved, not by the percentage.

Scoring will be the following:

A = 450-500 pts.

B = 400-449 pts.

C = 350-399 pts.

D = 300-349 pts.

F = 299 and below

VII.
Missed Test:  If you miss a test you will be able to make up the test within one week of the original test date.  The test will be in essay form and will be worth 100 points.  Makeup exams will be considered any exam not given at the original scheduled date and time.

VIII.
Academic Honesty:  This course, as well as Presentation College, has adopted a policy of academic honesty.  This policy holds that all students enrolled in departmental courses will be held to the highest standards of academic honesty.  Any action that breaks this policy (i.e. cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will be grounds for receiving a zero in the course and possible removal from the department/ course of study. Students are expected to adhere to the Academic Standards set by Presentation College and outlined in the college catalog pgs. 30/31.

Due to the nature and subject matter of the course, I encourage group dialogue, studying, and critical thinking, during class and outside of it.  I do not expect any discussion, copying, or note writing during examination time.  If this occurs, the above policy and procedures will be enacted accordingly.  
IX.    Special Needs: Presentation College is committed to ensuring equal learning opportunities for all students, and provides students with disabilities reasonable accommodations in accordance with the College’s procedures.  If you are a student requiring accommodations or services, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services at 1-800-437-6060, Ext. #438.

X. WebCT:  All lecture outlines, additional readings, grades, and announcements will be posted on a software program known as WebCT.  All lecture outlines will be posted one week before the section test.  WebCT can be accessed by any computer with a working internet connection.  To connect simply log on to: 

a. http://webct.presentation.edu/
 Class Schedule (Tentative) 

Due to the nature and subject matter of the class, the below schedule is subject to change.  This is to provide you with an outline of topics and key chapters to read before lecture. Notification of any changes in topics or tests will be given well in advance to assure you have the proper amount of time to prepare. 

	Date
	Readings

	Wednesday, January 9th 

	Course outline and syllabus distribution 


	Friday, January 11th 
· What is Sociology?

· Why study Sociology?

· Is Sociology a Science?
· Clip from ‘Bowling for Columbine”
	Chapter 1 Understanding Sociology



                                     Pgs. 1-9



	Monday, January 14th 
· What is Sociological theory?

· Who are some of the early thinkers within Sociology?


	Chapter 1 Understanding Sociology



                                   Pgs. 9-17


	Wednesday, January 16th 
· Explain Conflict Theory.

 

· What is the Functionalist perspective?

· How has Feminist theory evolved over the past 150 years?

	Chapter 1 Understanding Sociology
 


                                 Pgs. 17-24


	Friday, January 18th 
· What is the Interactionist Perspective?
· In class activity

	Chapter 1 Understanding Sociology
 


                                 Pgs. 17-24


	Monday, January 21st 

	No Class Martin Luther King Jr. Day


	Wednesday, January 23rd 
· What are the six basic steps in research?


· Name three major Sociological journals.


	Chapter 2 Sociological Research
                                                             Pgs. 28-33

                                                       


	Friday, January 25th 
· Qualitative vs. Quantitative research

· What are the major research designs for each? 

	Chapter 2 Sociological Research

                                                             Pgs. 28-33


	Monday, January 28th 
· Readings in qualitative/quantitative research 

· QUIZ #1

	Blee, Kathleen M. 1996. “Becoming a Racist: Women in Contemporary Ku Klux Klan and Neo-Nazi Groups.” Gender and Society 6:680-702.


	Wednesday, January 30th 


	Chapter 3 Culture

                                                             Pgs. 53-65


	Friday, February 1st 
· Name five components of culture.



· What is the difference between values and norms?

· Explain cultural diffusion.
	Chapter 3 Culture 
                                                            Pgs. 65-73



	Monday, February 4th 
· QUIZ #2

	Miner Horace. 1956. “Body Ritual among the Nacirema.” American Anthropologist 3:503-507.


	Wednesday, February 6th 
· Are the members of the Amish a culture or society?

· Define deviant subculture.
· Would you consider the Amish a part of the ‘deviant’ subculture.

	Chapter 3 Culture





    Pgs. 65-75
Video “Devil’s Playground”


	Friday, February 8th 

	Review


	Monday, February 11th 
· Chapters 1-3, additional readings, video, notes.  

	Test #1


	Wednesday, February 13th 
· The role of socialization.




· The impact of Isolation. 

· Dramaturgical Approach to Socialization. 


	Chapter 4 Socialization 




                                 Pgs. 78-85


	Friday, February 15th 

	‘People Like Us’


	Monday, February 18th 

	President’s Day - No Class


	Wednesday, February 20th 
· The major agents of socialization.


· Explain how the media affects socialization. 

· Do social institutions influence you?


	Chapter 4 Socialization 




                                 Pgs. 85-95



	Friday, February 22nd 
· Primary vs. Secondary relationships.



· Why do we form groups?

· What is a group norm?


	Chapter 5 Social Interaction, Groups and Social Structure
                                                           Pgs. 99-111



	Monday, February 25th 
· What is a formal bureaucracy? 

· What are Max Weber’s contentions about bureaucracies?


	Chapter 5 Social Interaction, Groups and Social Structure

                                                         Pgs. 119-125



	Wednesday, February 27th 
· Examination of the structural of the motorcycle gang.

· QUIZ #3

	Structure of a Outlaw Motorcycle Gang


	Friday, February 29th 
· Define deviance.





· Is deviance universal?

· Is deviance always negative?

	Chapter 7 Deviance and Social Control 
                                                         Pgs. 157-168



	Monday, March 3rd 
· Sociological perspectives on deviance.


	Chapter 7 Deviance and Social Control 

                                                         Pgs. 168-175


	Wednesday, March 5th 

	Review


	Friday, March 7th 
· Chapters 4,5, & 7, additional readings, video, notes


	Test #2


	March 10-14th Spring Break 


	No Classes 



	Monday, March 17th 
· Prejudice vs. Discrimination

· Difference between race and ethnicity.

· Is this still an issue?


	Chapter 10 Racial and Ethnic Inequality

                                                         Pgs. 232-240



	Wednesday, March 19th 
· Patterns of acceptance and rejection.



· Studying race and ethnicity. 


	Chapter 10 Racial and Ethnic Inequality

                                                         Pgs. 240-245



	March 20-24th Easter Break 
	No Classes 

	Wednesday, March 26th 
· Domestic Slavery 

	Video



	Friday, March 28th 
· What is the social construction of gender?

· What are the roles of each gender?


	Chapter 11 Stratification by Gender and Age

                                                         Pgs. 260-267



	Monday, March 31st 
· What is sexual harassment?


· What is meant by the glass ceiling?

· QUIZ #4


	Roth, Louise Marie. (2003) “Selling Women Short: A Research Note on Gender Differences in Compensation on Wall Street.”  Social Forces, 82(2): 783-802



	Wednesday, April 2nd 
· What is the “Graying of America?”


· What will the population look like in 50 years?

· What is a population pyramid?

· Do we discriminate on basis of age?

	Chapter 11 Stratification by Gender and Age

                                                       Pgs. 272 - 283



	Friday, April 4th 
· Some Principles of Stratification 
· QUIZ – Extra Credit 


	Davis, Kingsley, Moore, Wilbert E. 1944.  “Some Principles of Stratification.”  American Sociological Review 2:242-249.  


	Monday, April 7th 
· What is modernization and at what cost?
	Chapter 9 Global Inequality 
                                                         Pgs. 209-220

	Wednesday, April 9th – Assessment Day


	No Class 



	Friday, April 11th  
· Video – Modern Slavery 
	Chapter 9 Global Inequality 
                                                         Pgs. 221-227

	Monday, April 14th 
· Chapters 10,11, & 9, additional readings, video, notes

	Test #3



	Wednesday, April 16th 
· What is the difference between prevalence and incidence of HIV/AIDS

· How does SES affect community health?
	Chapter 15  Population, Communities and Health

                      Pgs. 390-401



	Friday, April 18th 
· How does policy affect prevalence of HIV/AIDS?
	HIV/AIDS Video 

	Monday, April 21st 
·  How does sociology fit with medical conditions? 


	Chapter 16 Globalization, the Environment, and Social Change

Pgs. 405-416



	Wednesday, April 23rd 
· What is the Kyoto Protocol?  


	Chapter 16 Globalization, the Environment, and Social Change

Pgs. 405-416



	Friday, April 25th 
 
	Video “Who Killed the Electric Car?” 


	Monday, April 28th 

	Video “Who Killed the Electric Car?” 



	Wednesday, April 30th 
· In class QUIZ – article presentation 
	REVIEW 



	Friday, May 2nd 
· FINAL TEST!!!
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